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What is a PBLR Review?

 PBLR (Preliminary Bridge Layout Review) is a review for bridge projects before 
any major structural design work is done.

 Required at 30% to 60% PS&E level.
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What is a PBLR Review?

 Steel and spliced girder bridges reviews required at 30%,60%, 90%, 100%.
 This review requires the scour data and hydrology/hydraulics computations.
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PBLR Package

 This package should include:
• Bridge Layout and transverse sections
• For phased projects, provide phasing typical sections. (See BDG)
• Copy of the Bridge 3D Model and associated reference files at time of 

submittal.
• Plan and profile sheets of the roadway immediately before and after the 

bridge.
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PBLR Package (Continued) 
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PBLR Package (Continued) 

 This package should include:
• H&H Drainage Analysis Report and 

any H&H sheets available
• Form 1002 for bridge work types: 

New, Replacement, and Widening
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PBLR Submittal Process 

 Submit to Bridge Management Section of 
BRG email to BRG_PD_PSE@txdot.gov.

 Copy the Bridge Project Manager and any 
necessary district personnel.

 The subject of the email should be PBLR 
CCCC-SS-JJJ (DIST) County RDWY.

 For Steel bridges, the subject line of the email 
should contain Steel.
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PBLR Submittal Process 

 Upon receiving the request from district, the Bridge PM sends an email to the 
different sections for review depending on the need for review:

• BRG-DES, Bridge Design: Reviews all PBLRs
• BRG-GEO, Geotechnical: Reviews all PBLRs
• BRG-CM, Construction & Maintenance: Reviews PBLRs with developed 

bridge details
• DES-PDS, Project Development Section: Reviews all PBLRs
• DES-HH, Hydraulics: Reviews PBLRs that span over water 
• BRG-BMS, Bridge Management Section: Reviews all PBLRs
• Others, if required
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PBLR Submittal Process 

 The email sent to each section contains the link to the BlueBeam session and 
the ProjectWise link to bridge layout and necessary documents.

 PBLR request table
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PBLR Time Table

 PBLR Review Time:
• Contact BRG Project Manager if 

PBLR submittal have more than 
12 bridges or shorter time is 
required.

• Complexity of bridges might 
require more time for review.
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Please Note: The timetable shown above is for initial 
Division comments ONLY and does not include the 
timeline for comment resolution
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PBLR Level of Review

 Section 2.3 the level of review for each section…..
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PBLR Level of Review (Continued)

 Section 2.3 the level of review for 
each section.
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PBLR Level of Review (Continued)

 TXDOT Bridge Detailing Guide (BDG)  Chapter 8 
provides a more in-depth list of review items for 
the bridge design review.
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PBLR Level of Review (Continued)

 Common things to verify: 
• In case of replacement verify that bridge limits are reasonable.
• Review proposed vs existing foundation conflicts.
• Maximize span lengths to reduce substructure footprint in streams.
• Simplify bridge geometry.
• Verify shoring requirement

in phased construction.
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PBLR Level of Review (Continued)

 Steel Bridge Review Issues: 
• Span configuration
• Section depth
• Location conditions for erection
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PBLR Level of Review (Continued)

 Steel Bridge Review Issues: 
• Verify shoring requirement  in phased construction.
• Avoid Costly fabrication details
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PBLR Level of Review (Continued)

 Steel Bridge Review Issues: 
• In most consultant contracts full bridge structural details aren’t 

required until the 90% submittal.
• Encourage consultants to includes more detail in the 60% submittal. 
• Prior to 60%, verify that 30% and PBLR comments were addressed 

and resolved
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PBLR Level of Review (Continued)

 The reviewers provide comments on the package in the Bluebeam session.
 Submit PBLR comments to District and BM section for review via 

Bluebeam software.
 Districts and consultants provide responses to the comments.
 When the responses are deemed acceptable by the Division reviewers 

then the BRG PM approves the bridge layout/s.
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PBLR Approval 

 PBLR approval time can be considered as the minimum time required for 
initial review plus the time needed for comments resolution.

 A flattened PDF of the approved drawing will be saved in the subfolder in 
the Plan Review folder in ProjectWise.

 Once approved, the BRG PM will send an approval email to the district with 
the location of the approved documents.
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Important Document for PBLR Review 

 TXDOT Bridge Detailing Guide
 Bride Project Development Manual-2023
 Guidance from District if any.
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Important Document for PBLR Review 

 TXDOT Bridge Design Manual
 NSBA (National Steel Bridge Alliance) Documents
 TxDOT Steel Preferred Practices for Steel Design 
 Steel Girder Bridge Design Checklist (soon to be published)
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