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Notice Regarding the U.S. Department of 

Transportation Final DBE Rule 

The United States Department of Transportation issued a DBE/ACDBE Final Rule and FAQs 

on September 25, 2026. The DBE/ACDBE Final Rule replaces the October 2025 Interim Final 

Rule and provides additional guidance on the programs. 

The Final Rule clarifies that persons claiming social and economic disadvantaged status may 

include individualized race or sex-based discrimination in their personal narratives. The 

information may not be generalized claims of race- or sex-based discrimination stemming 

from membership in a historically disadvantaged group, however. Evidence must be based 

on the individual’s unique personal experiences and circumstances. 

Certifiers may disregard a claim if the owner presents evidence of discriminatory conduct 

but fails to connect that conduct to a negative impact on their entry or advancement in the 

business world. 

For firms that have already submitted reevaluation 

documentation 

If you have submitted your Personal Narrative (PN), Personal Net Worth (PNW) statement, 

and all requested documentation: 

Your application will continue through the reevaluation process. TUCP staff may contact you 

if additional information is needed. 

Your certification remains active while the reevaluation is pending unless a formal 

certification decision is issued. 

The TUCP will finalize and publish all reevaluations at the conclusion of the reevaluation 

process, not as each one is reviewed. If you are unsure of your status, email or call us using 

the contact information below. 

If you are seeking interstate certification in another state and need evidence of successful 

reevaluation, email or call us using the contact information below. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/09/25/2026-19688/disadvantaged-business-enterprise-and-airport-concession-disadvantaged-business-enterprise-program
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2026-09/DBE_Final%20Rule_FAQs%2009-28-2026_0.pdf
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Certifiers must reconsider applications that may have been rejected because applicants 

discussed race- or sex-based discrimination, provided that the discrimination was presented 

as individualized evidence rather than as a basis for presumptive eligibility. 

If you have submitted reevaluation documents but 

your application is incomplete 

• TUCP staff will contact you regarding the missing items. 

• Respond promptly to all requests for information. 

• Failure to provide all required documentation by the reevaluation 

deadline may result in disqualification from the program(s). 

For firms that have not submitted reevaluation 
documentation 

The Final Rule establishes specific deadlines for firms to complete the reevaluation process. 

The U.S. Department of Transportation has directed certifiers to allow firms until December 

24, 2026 to submit required reevaluation documentation. Firm owners that have not 

completed their applications by that date will receive a notice of nonresponse from the TUCP 

and will have until March 24, 2027 to provide a complete reevaluation package, otherwise 

the TUCP will issue a Notice of Decision automatically disqualifying the firm without further 

administrative proceedings. 

If you have not yet submitted your required documentation and wish to continue in the 

program, we strongly encourage you to do so as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.txdot.gov%252Fbusiness%252Fdisadvantaged-small-business-enterprise%252Fadditional-details-on-dbe-interim-final-ruling.html%2F1%2F010101a164d81d09-bc4b521d-402d-4b1e-892e-f6e8a2f6aab6-000000%2FsVAFiL4P9BeWDFUpQMpGFKy26djw0CFNFX2zL-6O_g0%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Clauryn.ott%40txdot.gov%7Cadc23894a0a64e7afddc08df30693261%7C39dba4765c094c6391dace7a3ab5224d%7C0%7C0%7C639282901314027418%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U5OWtVe93oCOL7gxvA%2FdSRRuGSSdo4qG9E2VGkwVQ9k%3D&reserved=0
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Thank you for your continued participation in the DBE and ACDBE Programs. Additional 

information can be found in the Final Rule FAQ. For questions, please contact the Civil 

Rights Division at CivilRights@txdot.gov or 512-416-4700, or visit our website for all 

reevaluation resources.  

Texas Unified Certification Program (TUCP) 

• Texas Department of Transportation  

• City of Austin 

• City of Houston 

• Corpus Christi Regional Transportation Authority 

• North Central Texas Regional Certification Agency 

• South Central Texas Regional Certification Agency 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fnam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%3Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%25252FCL0%25252Fhttps%25253A%2525252F%2525252Fwww.transportation.gov%2525252Fsites%2525252Fdot.gov%2525252Ffiles%2525252F2026-09%2525252FDBE_Final%2525252520Rule_FAQs%252525252009-28-2026_0.pdf%25252F1%25252F010101a163e9f213-442a765c-c149-43c4-ba5a-63fc4e35da97-000000%25252FbaiC3h_5sCrei_sB2ohwoKeOLyW6_6OuhrZIIoiHVDo%25253D452%2526data%3D05%25257C02%25257CLauryn.Ott%252540txdot.gov%25257C74566e4104c14c79267608df30479d77%25257C39dba4765c094c6391dace7a3ab5224d%25257C0%25257C0%25257C639282756300276212%25257CUnknown%25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%25253D%25253D%25257C0%25257C%25257C%25257C%2526sdata%3DiH9kiqQmkfYYqX2BAZ%25252BbehPJ4BLDnOVBgMOALWV1F6c%25253D%2526reserved%3D0%2F1%2F010101a164d81d09-bc4b521d-402d-4b1e-892e-f6e8a2f6aab6-000000%2FEGAd8ViP30A9qihxK53jt687eYS7nJHBRx74HplYWIk%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Clauryn.ott%40txdot.gov%7Cadc23894a0a64e7afddc08df30693261%7C39dba4765c094c6391dace7a3ab5224d%7C0%7C0%7C639282901314053610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P1JgK3kPOrT4aC2EL88COEcjnnSS4FzIOhYqmMkE3dE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:CivilRights@txdot.gov
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fnam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%3Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%25252FCL0%25252Fhttps%25253A%2525252F%2525252Fwww.txdot.gov%2525252Fbusiness%2525252Fdisadvantaged-small-business-enterprise%2525252Fadditional-details-on-dbe-interim-final-ruling.html%25252F1%25252F010101a163e9f213-442a765c-c149-43c4-ba5a-63fc4e35da97-000000%25252FZ65udCa0MWQaDRhyNe5IQ29q-ZAcRi3Y8FMQyj_MMs8%25253D452%2526data%3D05%25257C02%25257CLauryn.Ott%252540txdot.gov%25257C74566e4104c14c79267608df30479d77%25257C39dba4765c094c6391dace7a3ab5224d%25257C0%25257C0%25257C639282756300299480%25257CUnknown%25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%25253D%25253D%25257C0%25257C%25257C%25257C%2526sdata%3DwFXGnNuLMe%25252FFPDHZkcYiHPhqW39AcJIulljsEFJxd7c%25253D%2526reserved%3D0%2F1%2F010101a164d81d09-bc4b521d-402d-4b1e-892e-f6e8a2f6aab6-000000%2FptgxlsXVdzC5MXYb8b9v1TUOpd8Vh6Pseiubbsk54Dk%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Clauryn.ott%40txdot.gov%7Cadc23894a0a64e7afddc08df30693261%7C39dba4765c094c6391dace7a3ab5224d%7C0%7C0%7C639282901314071033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2HAY6e1HtZ5Qti67dI6HS87m9DaKd%2FfEqAnyapYOCTw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Ftxdot.txdotcms.com%252F%2F1%2F010101a163e9f213-442a765c-c149-43c4-ba5a-63fc4e35da97-000000%2FqkWtAhSNjmzc3_mrKPPdkRzfAp8roYEqVj-8qjic7-U%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CLauryn.Ott%40txdot.gov%7C81b2afb80ac14bcd703f08df30684ae6%7C39dba4765c094c6391dace7a3ab5224d%7C0%7C0%7C639282896623746199%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E520xe2B5XEqJzjKWs3QSDNXMmirpAacj%2B2Q6XEfcdM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Faustintexas.mwdbe.com%252F%2F1%2F010101a163e9f213-442a765c-c149-43c4-ba5a-63fc4e35da97-000000%2FYdaKIlU3xONqLanYLgbzyMQIHIISdpba0jAsT5Wvlys%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CLauryn.Ott%40txdot.gov%7C81b2afb80ac14bcd703f08df30684ae6%7C39dba4765c094c6391dace7a3ab5224d%7C0%7C0%7C639282896623764097%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ILsg1gkXw8zfjma9YWGT7uiVBKV2citfcSCPecOodMg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fhouston.mwdbe.com%252F%2F1%2F010101a163e9f213-442a765c-c149-43c4-ba5a-63fc4e35da97-000000%2FlFqJ6DSU7e8j_rfN0RGWpLl65bo6lwziC_6gAPNg5NU%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CLauryn.Ott%40txdot.gov%7C81b2afb80ac14bcd703f08df30684ae6%7C39dba4765c094c6391dace7a3ab5224d%7C0%7C0%7C639282896623782259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pd9NcU8o6%2BoFPmQoDnjWF7y4KlVyVXFIySrt%2BUMBtAk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fccrta.gob2g.com%252F%2F1%2F010101a163e9f213-442a765c-c149-43c4-ba5a-63fc4e35da97-000000%2F2rljI_81B_4Dld75mOosVkvdnu6GoCHOjU9EAsz9M4A%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CLauryn.Ott%40txdot.gov%7C81b2afb80ac14bcd703f08df30684ae6%7C39dba4765c094c6391dace7a3ab5224d%7C0%7C0%7C639282896623797360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xXTbXlV5Gu9mVM3fUx2OAhom%2FlqYAQOqTehCFbnNLgI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fnctrca.sbdbe.com%252F%2F1%2F010101a163e9f213-442a765c-c149-43c4-ba5a-63fc4e35da97-000000%2FNH2iBIZlfNUp7fw3d6xM-1Tv4_gFcKdQ7qkEtZp52WM%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CLauryn.Ott%40txdot.gov%7C81b2afb80ac14bcd703f08df30684ae6%7C39dba4765c094c6391dace7a3ab5224d%7C0%7C0%7C639282896623812611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5QSEteae%2FPNME7ggECN3%2FIBIHngVB5ZCNNtwUWFmKKw%3D&reserved=0
https://sctrca.gob2g.com/



