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A large wood-frame building at the main cross- different stagecoach lines running through Bolivar. f e olelilaem ISKEEELS (| 'Sang

‘road in Bolivar was known as the Sartin Hotel.
There were other hotels in Bolivar in the 1800s,
but the Sartin was the largest and most famous.

- It was apparently built and owned in the 1870s
by Lysander Holland, but it was Jesse Sartin who

Jesse Sartin died in 1899 and was buried in the

Bolivar Cemetery. Exactly what happened to the

Sartin Hotel after his death is unclear, but it was
apparently in ruins by the early twentieth century.

expanded it. and ran the hoteI in the 1880s and. Archeological excavations uncovered a large sec- i n
1890s. Sartin came to Bolivar from North Carolina tion of the building's original rock slab foundation,

and bought the hotel in 1881, during the heyday of a vertical iron pipe that had served as a lightning

the Chisholm Trail. He lived there with his wife and ground rod, the possible remnants of a collapsed

four children. brick chimney, and a hand-dug well.

No photographs of t_he.hOte| exist, but written | &R ThOUS_andS of nineteenth-century artifacts were it chg)%%%r; o\:lr;less\,AenSajr’;Ln (1582rt)|n1§|9?|a$g Sallgl Abnr;I(l\clIalrrl]cteg SgrtL:C r ]l' :
accounts SuggeSt that it was a tWO'StOry hotel with 4 reCOVere-d, revealing that the Sartin Hotel catered Cemetery less th)a?t onee qu:rtSr mlleceaest ofetheaheoteul srete ImaSe foror: J{
“ell-shaped” wings. Some stories state that the _ to a mixed clientele of travelers on the Chisholm ., “"7o@eemne - || [ | s
hoteI lobby once had a pond with flowing water, but Trail and the stagecoach lines, ranging from cow- - | | _- | Sl
this has not been confirmed. Several sources con- hands to wealthy ranchers to families with children. g . i | X
firm that the Sartin Hotel was the stage stop for ) Oil Field. il

\. " | P A brass trrgger guard for a Model 1849 Colt pocke't- ~ N
A milk glass jar lid from a cosmetic or cold cream jar, with an embossed f)lstol The serial number shows it was manufactured
mark: “PAT. APRIL 10 19(#,0." g L'l vl A ) , '- 1864.

Square glass bottle for founfarn =

~ Tiny ceramic tea_cup from a pen |nk

| ke child's play
set.

-

American-made ceramic hotel lvare. | [IST A'fancy kni'fe with a bone handle and inlaid ?' S

|| ; ! - ,
The artifacts found at the hotel slte suggest that the owners, first Lysander Holland and later Jesse Sartin, catered to a broad range of patron-s
While some artifacts are relatrvely plam many are fancy items that would have appealed to wealthier guests. Some travelers brought the|r chlldrenl
to stay at the hotel, too. ' -

Two views of the Sartin Hotel Site excavations in December 2020. Left photo shows the
excavations and features. Right photo has highlights showing the features assocrated with
the},'nrneteenth century Sartin Hotel.
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This historic photo is NOT the Sartin Hotel in Boliver, but it shows|what it rnay have looked like. The Sartin : b
was a two-story building inan ell-shagle, and it probably had a brick fireplace on one gabled end. ¥

The original Sartin Hotel well was lined with limestone rocks and had an expanded platform of larger slabs
at the old ground level. The well was located on the back side of the two-story hotel. The Irne of bricks and

mortar to the left is the foundation of a 1950's house e S
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Lightning
Ground
Rod,

5-feet long

A 5-ft Ion('] rod of twisted.steel was found adjacent to the back corner. of the hotel foundation. The rod had
been driven vertically into the ground to serve as a lightning ground rod. ’
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