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Open-Ended (d) Categorical Exclusion Classification Request Form
Threshold For Needing To Use This Form
[bookmark: _Hlk112055172][bookmark: _Hlk112054498][bookmark: _Hlk113978399]For a project that is expected to require more than 30 acres of total new right-of-way OR more than 10 displacements (residential and commercial), district environmental staff must use this form to request Environmental Affairs Division (ENV’s) approval to proceed with processing a project as an open-ended (d) Categorical Exclusion. 
[bookmark: _Hlk114475309][bookmark: _Hlk112055071][bookmark: _Hlk113982785]For a project that is expected to require 30 acres or less of total new right-of-way AND ten or less total displacements (residential and commercial), do not complete this form as ENV approval is not required for the district to proceed with processing a project as an open-ended (d) Categorical Exclusion (CE) according to the normal CE clearance process (in other words, proceed with conducting the CE analysis and any further public involvement or technical analyses, and then make a final CE determination in Environmental Compliance Oversight System (ECOS), if warranted).
Further Instructions For A Project That Is Expected To Require More Than 30 Acres Of Total New Right-Of-Way Or More Than 10 Displacements
By requesting ENV’s approval, district environmental staff is certifying that this project is expected to meet the requirements of 23 CFR 771.117(a) and (b) (or, for a state project, 43 TAC 2.81), and that there is no potential for significant environmental impacts that would warrant preparation of an environmental impact statement.
If at any time during the environmental review it becomes apparent that this project is not expected to meet the requirements of 23 CFR 771.117(a) and (b) (or, for a state project, 43 TAC 2.81), or that there is a potential for significant environmental impacts, district environmental staff will not proceed with a CE determination, and will instead prepare an environmental assessment or environmental impact statement, as appropriate.
To ensure that ENV still agrees with its prior approval of this project’s classification as an open-ended (d) CE, prior to issuing a notice and opportunity to comment, notice of public meeting, notice affording an opportunity for a public hearing, or notice of public hearing, district environmental staff must email the draft notice to the ENV Project Delivery personnel assigned to their district for review. Additionally, prior to holding a public meeting or public hearing, district environmental staff must email the anticipated meeting or hearing presentation materials to the ENV Project Delivery personnel assigned to their district for review. 
[bookmark: _Hlk113978269]If the information provided in the Project Description or Proposed Facility sections of this form changes, the preliminary schematic for the project changes, or the right-of-way acreage or number of displacements increase at any time, district environmental staff must submit an Amendment to Open-Ended (d) Categorical Exclusion Classification Request Form and receive ENV’s approval before proceeding.
ENV’s approval to proceed with an open-ended (d) CE classification is not the final CE determination. District environmental staff must proceed with conducting the CE analysis and any further public involvement or technical analyses detailed below, and then make a final CE determination in ECOS, if warranted.
Project Name: [Enter Project Name]	
Project Limits From: [Enter Limit]
Project Limits To: [Enter Limit]
Control Section Job Number (CSJ): [Enter CSJ(s)]
District(s): [Enter District(s)]
County(ies): [Enter County(ies)]
Project Description:
[Describe the proposed project. Attach aerial photograph showing project location and the preliminary schematic].
Existing Facility:
[Describe the existing facility].
Proposed Facility:
[Describe the proposed facility]
Expected number of acres of total new right-of-way:
[Enter number of acres]
Expected number of displacements (residential and commercial):
[Enter number of displacements]
Public Involvement Conducted To-Date and Outcome
[Describe any notices and opportunity to comment, public meeting, opportunity for public hearing, or public hearing held to-date, and summarize the level of public interest and overall public reception for the proposed project].
Public Involvement Planned:
[Explain whether any notices and opportunity to comment, public meeting, opportunity for public hearing, or public hearing will be held for the project in the future, but prior to any final CE determination].
Technical Analysis Conducted To-Date and Outcome:
[Describe any technical analyses (for example, noise, community impacts, etcetera) that have been completed and summarize the outcome of any such analyses].
Technical Analysis Planned:
[Describe any technical analyses that will be conducted in the future, but prior to any CE determination].
Are the proposed improvements similar or nearly within the description of any specific (c)-list or (d)-list CE?
[Describe].
Will work occur outside the existing Right-of-Way (ROW) and either add capacity or be on new location?
[Enter “Yes” or “No.”  If “No,” also enter an explanation of why this project cannot be cleared with (c)(22) or (d)(13)].
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