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The Port of Port Arthur is deep water port co-located on the Sabine Neches Waterway, SNNW, and the Gulf 
Intracoastal Waterway, GIWW. The port serves as a multi-modal transportation nexus connecting water, rail, truck 
and pipelines to meet the needs of domestic and international. The facility is the closest SNNW deep draft public 
port to the Gulf of Mexico. The Port of Port Arthur handles an array of cargoes including, energy, military, forest 
product, metals and project support; generating jobs and economic development for region, state and nation.

Port Priorities & Opportunities
The Port of Port Arthur, a strategic military port, is gearing up for significant expansion 
and infrastructural improvements for enhancing its connectivity and adjusting to the 
shifting demands of maritime logistics. Integral to its strategic development is the 
improvement of the SNWW, which is in the process of being deepened from 40 to 48 
feet through a federally authorized project that has received $103.2 million in federal 
funds. Construction is expected to span 7 to 10 years. This endeavor aims to bolster the 
port’s capacity for handling larger vessels and increasing cargo volumes, strengthening its 
position as a pivotal link to international markets. However, it is important to note that the 
air draft restriction posed by the Martin Luther King Bridge could limit the height of vessels 
navigating the SNNW, even after it is deepened. 

Facing the challenges of increased cargo traffic, the Port of Port Arthur is undertaking several critical connectivity projects, including 
efforts to address congestion, such as the planned improvements at the intersection of SH 82/87 and the construction of a flyover 
at Denbo Avenue over the railway and future alignment of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers hurricane flood protection levee. These 
initiatives, coupled with the expansion of cargo laydown and staging areas, are vital for streamlining operations amidst the port’s growth. 

Port Projects
Project Name Project Type Total Project Cost

Berth 1-2 Toe Wall Construction Maritime Infrastructure $31.0 Million

Berths 3-5 Toe Wall Maritime Infrastructure $42.0 Million

Berth 7 & 8 Liquids Loading Terminal Maritime Infrastructure $36.4 Million

Bridge Multimodal Laydown Area Maritime Infrastructure $14.6 Million

Multimodal Railyard Flyover Staging Area Maritime Infrastructure $13.0 Million

Railyard Redevelopment Maritime Infrastructure $15.1 Million

Terminal Rail Expansion Maritime Infrastructure $10.0 Million

Turn Lane Traffic Relief and Truck Staging Area Seaport Connectivity $4.7 Million

Costs provided by port/navigation district

80 Million Lbs 
of commercial fisheries landings 

from 2018 to 2022 worth

$180 Million



 A-31Texas Port Mission Plan – 89th Legislative Session	

TxDOT Maritime Division 	 Port Profiles

 PORT FACILITIES
DOCKS & WHARVES
•	 4,652 lf of dock
•	 80 ft roll on/off dock
CARGO HANDLING
•	 2 generators
•	 75-ton capacity rail mounted crane
LAND & STORAGE
•	 550,000 sf shed storage
•	 25 acres open storage
•	 Fenced and lighted storage with 24/7 

camera surveillance
•	 200,000+ sf commercial property for 

development
•	 5 transit sheds

 SHIP CHANNEL
Ship Channel Name: 
Sabine‑Neches Waterway 
Current Depth: 40 ft  
Authorized Depth: 48 ft 

 INTERMODALITY
ROAD
•	 Highway access to US 69/59, SH 82, 

SH 87, and SH 73
RAIL
•	 Canadian Pacific Kansas City rail 

connected to Union Pacific
BARGE
•	 Direct access to GIWW (M-10, M-69)
AIR
•	 11 miles to Jack Brooks 

Regional Airport
PIPELINE
•	 Direct connections available

Tonnage
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Mexico $3.9 Billion

Canada $1.6 Billion

Asia $1.6 Billion

Asia $5.4 Billion

Canada $2.6 Billion

Mexico $2.2 Billion

Top Trading Partners 
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•	 Petroleum & Petroleum Products
•	 Pulp, Aluminum, Pellets

EXPORTS IMPORTS
Top Commodities

&

Data from USA Trade for 2023

Tonnage data from USACE Waterborne Commerce  
Statistics Center, 2024

Commercial fishing data from NOAA, 2023 
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