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Leonel (Leo) Tovar has worked for the Texas Department of 
Transportation for 5 years serving as the Corpus Christi District’s 
Utility Coordinator. In August 2023, Leo joined the ROW Utility 
Portfolio Section, taking on the position of ROW Utility Specialist 
assisting various Districts with maintaining compliance with 
Standard Utility Agreements, Supplemental Agreements, Exception 
to Policy Requests, and other utility related issues. Prior to working 
at TxDOT Leo worked as a machinist for a machine shop helping 
machine various reciprocating gas compressor parts for different 
pipeline companies located along the Eagle Ford Shale. Leo is 
NCCER certified and licensed as an Instrumentation & Electrical 
Tech having attended and completed the 2-year program from the 
Craft Training Center of the Coastal Bend (CTCCB). Leo is blessed 
to live with his wonderful wife of 5 years and his two children, Brie 
(3 years old) and Oliver (1 year old). Leo enjoys being a Sunday 
school teacher at his local church, fishing the various bodies of 
water located down in Corpus Christi for trout and red drum, and 
cooking various types of food.

Presenter: Leonel “Leo” Tovar
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• Non-Freeway Resurfacing or Restoration Projects (2R) – Restore pavement structure, 
riding quality, or other necessary components, to their existing cross-section configuration. 

• Non-Freeway Rehabilitation (3R) - consists of non-freeway transportation projects that 
extend the service life and enhance the safety of a roadway. In addition to resurfacing and 
restoration, the activities may include upgrading the geometric design and safety of the 
facility.

• New Location and Reconstruction (4R) -defined as projects that either provide a new 
roadway or reconstruction to upgrade an existing roadway to meet geometric criteria for a 
new facility. In addition to work described under resurfacing, restoration, and rehabilitation, 
reconstruction work generally includes substantial changes in the geometric character of 
the highway, such as widening to provide additional through lanes, significant horizontal or 
vertical realignments, major improvements to the pavement structure to improve long term 
service or bridge replacement.
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• Mobility Corridor (5R) - is intended to regenerate, or produce new, long-term transportation 
opportunities

• Special Facilities- projects meeting all the following conditions: Included in the off-system 
bridge replacement and rehabilitation program, Facility not likely to be added to the 
designated state highway system; and Current ADT of 400 or less.
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Non-Freeway Resurfacing or Restoration Projects (2R) – Restore pavement structure, riding 
quality, or other necessary components to their existing cross-section configuration. 

Types of projects that can be 
considered 2R: 
• Overlays of non-freeway
• Resurfacing of non-freeway

Utility features that can be potentially affected by 
these types of projects: 
• Water valves 
• Gas valves
• Wastewater manhole covers
• Communication manhole covers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Minor adjustments will need to be made to valves. 
In previous circumstances, utility coordinated with the highway contractor to raise the valves upon completion of the road work. Highway contractor tied in the valve locations and provided to the utility. 
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Non-Freeway Rehabilitation (3R) - consist of non-freeway transportation projects that extend the service life and enhance the 
safety of a roadway. In addition to resurfacing and restoration, the activities may include upgrading the geometric design and 
safety of the facility.

Types of projects that can be considered 3R: Utility features that can be potentially affected by these types of 
projects: 

• Non-freeway roadway rehab and widenings

• Non-freeway passing lane projects

• Non-freeway additional paved surface

• Left turn lane additions

• Gas pipelines - crossing and longitudinal 

• Water lines – crossing and longitudinal

• Wastewater lines – crossing and longitudinal

• Communication lines (fiber optic and copper) – crossing and longitudinal –
overhead and underground
• Overhead Electric Power lines – crossings

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For the utilities affected, note that since these projects require widening, most times, the ditch line will get shifted. This will result in needing to verify the depth of cover. 
Another thing to note is that in most cases, when the roadway is getting widened, the culverts will be widened as well. Verification of utilities around culvert locations will need to be made. 
OH Electric lines can be affected by the raising of the profile of the roadway. Min clearance per TAC is 22ft above pavement 
OH Communication lines can be affected by the raising of the profile of the roadway as well. Min. clearance is 18ft above pavement
1st picture shows a waterline that is not compliant with TAC. This was a waterline that was in conflict with the proposed widening. 
2nd Picture shows an abandoned pipeline crossing being removed from the ROW that was in conflict with the proposed pavement. Line was shallow and the PGL of the roadway was going to be lowered to be updated to current safety design standards. 
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New Location and Reconstruction (4R) -defined as projects that either provide a new roadway or reconstruction to 
upgrade an existing roadway to meet geometric criteria for a new facility. In addition to work described under resurfacing, 
restoration and rehabilitation, reconstruction work generally includes substantial changes in the geometric character of 
the highway, such as widening to provide additional through lanes, significant horizontal or vertical realignments, major 
improvements to the pavement structure to improve long term service, or bridge replacement.

Types of projects that can be considered 4R: 

• Freeway widenings 

• Bridge replacements

• Freeway by-pass construction

• Overpass construction 

• Grade Separation construction

Utility features that can be potentially affected by these types of 
projects: 

• Gas pipelines – crossing and longitudinal

• Water lines – crossing and longitudinal 

• Wastewater lines – crossing and longitudinal

• Communication lines – (fiber optic and copper) – crossing and longitudinal 
Overhead and underground

• Electric power lines – crossing and longitudinal –
Overhead and underground – Distribution and Transmission

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In most of these projects, ROW needs to be acquired so extra communication is needing to be made between the District and ROW Division to ensure all aspects of the acquisition are captured and information is relayed to the utility. 
Bridge replacement projects at times require attached utilities to be relocated. 
Key utilities to be on the look out for, electric transmission towers when ROW is being acquired, minimum of 18 months is required for relocation, long lead time for materials. 
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Types of projects that can be considered 5R: 

• Interstate widenings 

• Interstate Bridge replacements / widenings
• Frontage road construction 

• Interstate overpass construction 

Utility features that can be potentially affected by these types of 
projects: 

• Gas pipelines – crossing and longitudinal

• Water lines – crossing and longitudinal 

• Wastewater lines – crossing and longitudinal

• Communication lines – (fiber optic and copper) – crossing and longitudinal –
Overhead and underground

• Electric power lines – crossing and longitudinal –
Overhead and underground – Distribution and Transmission

Mobility corridors are intended to regenerate or produce new, long-term transportation opportunities. These transportation 
opportunities may include multiple modes such as rail, utilities, freight, and passenger characteristics.

• Convert free-way to interstate standards

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In most of these projects, ROW needs to be acquired so extra communication is needing to be made between the District and ROW Division to ensure all aspects of the acquisition are captured and information is relayed to the utility. 
Bridge replacement projects at times require attached utilities to be relocated. 
Key utilities to be on the look out for, electric transmission towers when ROW is being acquired, minimum of 18 months is required for relocation, long lead time for materials. 
If working on an interstate project note that Utility relocations are 100% reimbursable due to statutory rights 
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Projects meeting all the following conditions: Included in the off-system bridge replacement and rehabilitation program, 
Facility not likely to be added to the designated state highway system; and, Current ADT of 400 or less.

Types of projects that can be considered 
Special Facilities: 

Utility features that can be potentially affected by these 
types of projects: 

• Off-system bridge replacement 

• Shared-use path projects 

• Park road rehabilitation projects

• Hike and Bike projects

• ADA projects

• Gas pipelines – crossing and longitudinal 

• Wastewater lines – crossing and longitudinal

• Water lines – crossing and longitudinal

• Communication lines (fiber optic and copper) – crossing and longitudinal
Overhear, underground and attached to bridges. 

• Overhead electric power lines – (mainly constructability)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Off system bridges can have local waterlines, gas lines, electric lines, and comm lines attached to it. 
Shared use paths can conflict with gas & water valves. 
Shared Use paths can also conflict with comm boxes.
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District Priority 
Projects

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ask districts to raise their hands, and if there are any questions, then they can be fielded to district personnel. 
We will be going to introduce the District’s priority projects, for more information please visit our TxDOT.gov website. 
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Abilene District
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Amarillo District
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Amarillo District
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Atlanta District
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SL 390 / I-369

I-20

US 82

IH 30 @ FM 3419

Atlanta 
District
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Austin District
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Beaumont District
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Beaumont 
District



Utility Week 2023 December 12 – 14, 2023 22

Brownwood District
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Brownwood District
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Childress District
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Childress District
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Corpus Christi District
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FM 624 – Construct 2 Additional Lanes US 77 Sinton Relief Route

US 77 Riviera Relief Route US 77 Upgrade

Corpus Christi 
District
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Dallas District
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El Paso District
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El Paso District Key Priority Project
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Fort Worth District
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Fort Worth District Priority 
Projects:

 SH 199 IH 820 to W. Fort Trinity River –
Reconstruct and Widen

 FM 917 / I 35W to S. of BU 287P - Realign 
& Widen from 2 to 4 Lanes Divided

 Cooper St. to CL-2; Widen from 6 to 8 
General Purpose Lanes

 FM 157; BU 287 to US 67 - Realign and 
Widen Roadway from 2 to 4 Lanes Urban 
Divided
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Houston District
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Houston DistrictRoadway: FM646
Limits: From East of Edmunds way 
to SH 146 Roadway: IH 10

Limits: From West of Snake Creek to Fort Bend 
Harris County line

Roadway: IH 10
Limits: From 
Fort Bend 
County Line
to Mason Rd

Roadway: IH 45
Limits: From South of Causeway to South of 
61st Street

Roadway: IH 69
Limits: From SH 288 to Spur 527
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Laredo District
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Laredo District 
High Priority Projects 

2024-2028

SH 84
CSJ: 3483-02-002
Limits: FM1472 to IH35 West 
Frontage Road

IH 35
CSJ: 0018-05-089
Limits: 0.47 miles south of 
Uniroyal interchange to 3.22 
miles N of Uniroyal 
Interchange

IH 35 
CSJ: 0018-06-185
Limits: 0.50 miles east 
of IH 35 
to 0.50 miles north of 
US59

US 59
CSJ: 0086-14-077
Limits: 0.50 miles south of E. 
Corridor Rd (Airport) to 0.50 
miles north of E. Corridor Rd 
(Airport)

IH 35/US 83
CSJ: 0018-05-94
Limits: 2.68 miles north of 
Uniroyal interchange (MM16.0) 
to 1.2 miles north of US 83 
interchange (MM 19.787)

SL 480
CSJ: 0299-14-010
Limits: 0.259 miles south of US 
57 to US 577 north
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Lubbock District
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Lubbock 
District
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Lufkin District
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Odessa District
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Paris District
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Pharr District
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San Antonio District
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Tyler District
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Waco District
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Wichita Falls District
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Yoakum District
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District Project 
Showcase Link 
and QR Code 
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District Project Showcase Link: 

https://www.txdot.gov/business/resources/utility-accommodations/utility-week-2023.html

https://www.txdot.gov/business/resources/utility-accommodations/utility-week-2023.html
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Break for Lunch
12:00 PM – 1:30 PM
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