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Disclaimer

The information presented is a quick comparison between the 2014 and 2024 Standard 
Specifications Books. 

Due to the number of revisions made, not every change is listed.  Multiple Items have 
changes so significant that a quick comparison would not suffice.  To familiarize yourself 
with the Items of the 2024 Standard Specifications Book, you will need to read the Item 
Specification in its entirety. TxDOT makes no claims, promises or guarantees about the 
accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of this presentation and expressly 
disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the content presented.
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Example

 Yellow Highlight = new change.
 Grey highlight = existing Special Provision or Practice. 
 Red (no highlight) =  grammar change. 

Example from redline document.



Items 1-9 January 24, 2024 5

Item 1 – Abbreviations and Definitions

 Item 1
– Added “in Writing” definition.
– Clarified what is in the MPL. 
– Added Material Contract and Material Suppliers Questionnaire definition.
– Plans state documents may be digital.
– Added definition of Repair. 
– Added Definition for Substantial Completion of Work. 
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Item 2 – Instructions to Bidders

– SP000-659; 
• Contractor Evaluations and Performance 

Review Committee Actions (PRC).
– 002-009; 

• DBE requirements at bidding. 
– 002-015 (previously 002-011); 

• E-Verify requirements

 Issuing Proposal Forms
– Removed Federal debarment and suspension 

check. This check is being conducted after 
letting and not at time of issuing proposals.  

– Did not attend mandatory pre-bid. 
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Item 2 – Instructions to Bidders

 Clarified what constitutes incomplete bid for printed 
bids: 

• the blank spaces for each item as required on the 
bid form are not filled in by writing in words in ink,

• the bid was not signed in ink in the complete and 
correct name of the bidder making the bid, and 
signed by the person or persons authorized to 
bind the bidder, or

• unit prices were not stated in dollars and cents 
for each bid item listed on the bid form, except in 
the case of a regular bid item that has an 
alternate bid item.



Items 1-9 January 24, 2024 8

Item 2 – Instructions to Bidders

 Added SP for DBE, E-Verify, and Contractor 
Performance.

 Removed did not attend mandatory pre-bid.
 Acceptable format for typed, “Example of Bid 

Pries submitted by Computer Printout” on the 
proposal form. 
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Item 2 – Instructions to Bidders

 Removed “use the most current version of 
electronic bond issued by the department” 

 Included SP002-009;
– Bond may be issued in the department 

vendor identification numbers of the 
bidder(s). 

 Written request is required if unable to 
withdrawal electronic bid. 
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Item 2 – Instructions to Bidders

 Removed foreign iron or steel alternative 
bidding preference.
– SP will be required if route is pursued. 
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Item 2 – Instructions to Bidders

 Electronic Bid takes preference over paper bid. 
 Clarified Rounding of unit prices. 
 Added section on how alternate items will be 

addressed. 
 Clarified incomplete bids will be considered 

incomplete and non-responsive. 
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Item 2 – Instructions to Bidders

 Clarified B portion of A+B formula. 
 Provision for alternative bidding pertaining to 

Foreign iron or steel was removed
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Item 2 – Instructions to Bidders

 No change: Current SP002-015 adding E-Verify requirements.
 No Change; Included existing SP006-009 DBE requirements
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Item 3 – Award and Execution of Contract

 Designated representative changed to original 
award authority. 

 Engineer’s Estimate changed to Bid amount. 
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Item 3 – Award and Execution of Contract

 Incorporated  existing SP003-011.
 Added project specific insurance is required until 

acceptance of work covered by the project specific 
insurance or as approved by the Engineer.
– Note there is only one final acceptance on the project
– Engineer may approve to discontinue the project 

specific insurance at any time. 
• An example of an acceptable situation is when no 

work will transpire, transverse, or be within 50 feet 
of a location requiring project specific insurance on 
a multiple location project. 

• Also note that Construction Division is not aware of 
project specific decision and therefore will continue 
to issue stop work notices for insurance 
requirements. The District is responsible for 
enforcing that requirement as needed. 

 Added that the certificate of insurance provided  must 
include the Contractor’s prequalified name in the “Insured” 
field. 

 Incorporated SP003-013 which changed General Liability 
from $1 million to $600,000. 
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Item 3 – Award and Execution of Contract

 Removed list of quoting suppliers and 
subcontractors from the specification. 

 Mentioned refer to Performance Review 
Committee (PRC) for failure to enter 
contract. 
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Item 4 – Scope of Work

 Clarified that the Engineer and 
Contractors’ counterpart are required to 
lead partnering. 

 Table 1 now only for Routine 
Maintenance Contracts. 
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Item 4 – Scope of Work

 Clarified notification and determination of 
differing site conditions need to be in writing. 
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Item 4 – Scope of Work

 Emphasized notification of damages must 
be in writing as soon as possible.

 Clarified options for Overhead calculation 
using 6% or actual documented cost is at 
the Contractor’s discretion.  
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Item 4 – Scope of Work

 Removed CST assisting with Disputes. 
 Clarified claim needs to have a detailed 

report. 
 Claims must include certification 

statement. 
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Item 5 – Control of Work

 Engineer may act verbally or in writing. 
 Added statement clarifying payment supports pay 

item is in accordance with the contract at the time 
the payment is made.
– The pay item is still contractor's responsibility to 

meet contract requirements prior to final 
acceptance.

 Incorporated existing SP005-002 which list the 
contract remedies. 
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Item 5 – Control of Work

 Removed “maintain the integrity of control 
points”

 Stationing was added to Method B.
 Provided interval for construction stakes and 

statement that construction points, stakes, and 
marks at intervals sufficient to meet 
tolerances. 
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Item 5 – Control of Work

 Added language allowing the Engineer to 
empower inspectors to adjust traffic 
control as needed. 
– Use caution in making changes. 
– Document any changes to the TCP. 

 Clarified Construction project litter. 
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Item 5 – Control of Work

 Added final acceptance cannot be held 
for final measurement or pay quantity 
adjustments. 
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Item 6 – Control of Materials

 State Buy America provision included 
in 2024 specification.
– Moved waiver/allowances for 

foreign iron or steel products to 
new section. 

– Alternative Bidding for foreign iron 
or steel products needs to be 
handled through Special provision 
if pursued by the Designer. 
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SP006-001 (BABA Provision)

 New Classification –
Section C materials

Clarified any Iron or Steel 
requires certification.

• Minor Additions still 
count statement

• Fiber Optic Cable 
(including drop 
cable)

• Optical fiber,
• Engineer Wood
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SP006-001 (BABA Provision)

Certification 
requirements are 
now specifically 
called out.

Manufactured 
Products
Still Exempt
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SP006-001 (BABA Provision)

Exceptions
1. Added 1 additional 

waiver. 
2. Clarified existing 

waiver and 
applicability. 

Waivers
1. Construction Materials is no more than 1 million or 5% of Total Applicable Cost.
– Total Applicable Cost driven by OMB guidance. Means cost of all Buy America 

required materials.
– Documentation must be shown in advance for Engineer’s consideration.
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Item 6 – Control of Materials

 Included 2014’s SP006-001 
allowance for Commercial labs. 
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Item 6 – Control of Materials

 Added clarification to respective bid items for “504 
Field Office and Laboratory” and “Equipment for 
asphalt concrete pavement.”
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Item 6 – Control of Materials

 Hazardous Material section 
was rewritten to match 
existing SP006-012.
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Item 7 – Legal Relations and Responsibilities

 Clarified that contractor and subcontractor’s 
employees use appropriate protective 
equipment. 

 Contractor Safety Point of contact is still 
required. Clarified responsibility is on the 
Contractor. 

 SP007-010 included coordination of highway 
closures during dates shown on plans or as 
directed. 
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Item 7 – Legal Relations and Responsibilities

 Included existing SP 007-
011; This SP address 
training requirements. 
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Item 7 – Legal Relations and Responsibilities

 Added new as an intro to section. 
– follow guidance, BMPs, permits, laws, rules and 

regulations.  
– List of Agencies moved to this section. 

 7.7.2 new; 
– Cease work within 50ft of wildlife, Allow animals to 

leave the area and do not kill them. Contact District 
staff to investigate and evaluate any wildlife  issues. 

 7.7.3 No Change; Added Migratory Birds requirement 
to specification. 
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Item 7 – Legal Relations and Responsibilities

 Existing 
SP007-004; 
Co-permit 
requirements

 Existing 
SP506-005; 

 Training 
Certificates 
available 
upon request
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Item 7 – Legal Relations and Responsibilities

 No change; moved information to 1st

section. 



Items 1-9 January 24, 2024 37

Item 7 – Legal Relations and Responsibilities

 TMAs and portable changeable message 
signs are eligible for reimbursement for 
repair if the location directed was not 
called for in the contract and Contractor is 
unable to seek reimbursement from third 
party. 

 Reimbursement for repairs to detours is allowed  
if outside the contractor’s control.
– Recommend to document any unacceptable 

materials or workmanship in DWRs, emails, 
and/or meeting minutes. 

 Advance warning signs to be removed upon 
relief of Maintenance. 
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Item 7 – Legal Relations and Responsibilities

 Payrolls are required for Construction 
Projects and Federal aid maintenance 
contracts. Payrolls are required upon 
request for state funded maintenance 
contracts.

 New; Notification requirements for 
potential cybersecurity incident breach.
– TxDOT reserves right to hold Contractor 

liable for all cost incurred by the 
Department
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Item 8 – Prosecution and Progress

 SP008-30; E-Verify Requirement

 Mobilization is not counted towards 30% 
calculation.
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Item 8 – Prosecution and Progress

 Language added stating schedule work 
to prosecute the work within the 
number of working days in the contract. 

 Removed statement stating TxDOT 
would not change days due to errors. 
These notification need to be brought 
up at the beginning of the project and 
the Engineer still decides on any 
ambiguities.

 Added days are charged if critical path activities are 
performed or an inspector is needed. 
– Added similar language to all applicable 

workweeks.
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Item 8 – Prosecution and Progress

 Defined float and stating it is a shared 
commodity between the Department 
and the Contractor.

 Clarified schedule may be electronic.
 Stated CPM schedules are to be 

electronic and, in the format, acceptable 
to the Engineer. P6 is acceptable. 

 Preliminary schedule may be summited 
later than 7 days prior to precon if 
agreed to. 

 Only an electronic copy of the project 
schedule is required. Plots will be upon 
request.
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Item 8 – Prosecution and Progress

 Stating Calendar day charges will continue until 
completion of the contract is an ambiguity in the 
contract. Working Day charges should remain the 
same after a default as in the contract. 

 Added referral to PRC in the event of a default this 
has been the standard practice. 

 no change; SP008-033: Wrongful default SP. 
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Item 9 - Measurement and Payment

 No change; SP009-010: MOH and estimate cut off. 
– Earliest cut off date for estimates is the 25th of 

the month.
– Clarified cumulated cost under 1 bid item of at 

least $1,000 for MOH. 



Items 1-9 January 24, 2024 44

Item 9 - Measurement and Payment

 Added clarification; mobilization may be 
paid if exclusive to the added work. 

 Corrected Standby equation. Mentioned 
Standby is allowed for extra work and not 
damages. 

 Removed superintendence from subcontracting, 
law enforcement, and rail road flagger mark up. 
Superintendent will be added for reasonable 
time associated in coordination. 
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Item 10 Overview

 What is it?
– New general provisions for materials contracts only (MMCs and 

TMCs) 
– Items 1-9 no longer used for MMC/TMCs
– Went live November 2022 letting

 What are the highlights?
– Allows for up to 365 day contracts with 1 extension (or 2 extensions if 

contract is less 6 months or less)
– Contractor can charge TxDOT for demurrage; TxDOT can only charge 

contractor for actual damages
– Calendar days start within 30 days of letting
– Provisions for expedited work orders (48 hour or less response time)
– Pricing adjustments from Producer Price Index, only at extensions
– Bid bonds and insurance required, but no performance or payment 

bonds
– No special provision to item 4 in the contract for extensions since Item 

10 already allows them via change order

45
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