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I-45 NHHIP Segment 3C
Enhanced Connectivity

Segment 3C of the North Houston Highway Improvement Project (NHHIP) includes 
several enhancements to mainlanes, frontage roads, and cross streets aimed at 
improving mobility and overall connectivity across the downtown corridor.
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I-10 Eastbound Frontage Road Extension

 • The proposed extension of the I-10 eastbound frontage road between Bringhurst Street and 
Waco Street (shown in light blue on the map) aims to improve local access and neighborhood 
connectivity.

 • This improvement would also provide uninterrupted access to Waco Street by elevating the 
frontage road above the Union Pacific Railroad crossing, helping to reduce delays caused by 
train traffic.

Direct I-45 Managed Express (MaX) Lane 
access to and from Downtown Houston

 • Currently, the I-10 High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes provide 24-hour access to 
and from Downtown Houston. In contrast, the I-45 HOV lanes only allow access 
to downtown in the morning and from downtown in the evening, with no direct 
connection between the I-45 HOV and the I-10 HOV lanes. Under the NHHIP, 
several key improvements will be implemented:

 • 24-hour access to and from downtown will be maintained for I-10 HOV lanes.

 • New 24-hour access to and from downtown will be established for the I-45 
Managed Express (MaX) Lanes.

 • Direct connections will be added between the I-45 North MaX Lanes and the 
I-10 West Express Lanes, significantly improving regional connectivity and 
route flexibility.

 • These enhancements are designed to increase travel options, reduce 
congestion, and improve overall mobility for commuters accessing  
Downtown Houston.

I-10 Managed Express (MaX) Lanes
 • The I-10 MaX Lanes are designed to provide drivers with a continuous, non-stop route through 
Downtown Houston, free of entrance and exit ramps.

 • By separating through-traffic from local access lanes, the MaX Lanes are intended to ease 
congestion and improve traffic flow along both the I-10 and I-45 mainlanes.

Increased Vertical Clearance at Bridges
 • Bridge heights along the interstate and frontage roads will be increased to 18.5 feet, allowing 
large freight trucks to pass through without clearance restrictions.

 • This enhancement is designed to support more efficient freight movement and improve safety 
for all roadway users.
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Railroad Grade Separation at Rothwell Street 
and Providence Street

 • New grade separations will be constructed at the existing railroad crossings along 
Rothwell Street (eastbound) and Providence Street (westbound). These improvements 
will enhance safety and traffic flow by physically separating roadway and rail traffic, 
reducing the potential for vehicle-train conflicts.

 • The image above shows the current at-grade crossing, which will be replaced as part of 
this enhancement.

Pedestrian Enhancements 
Near Bruce Elementary

 • New pedestrian-friendly pathways will be constructed along Nance Street, Jensen Drive, 
and Meadow Street, making it safer and more convenient for people to walk or bike 
through the area. These paths are highlighted in pink on the map above.

 • The enhancements aim to provide safer, more accessible routes to Bruce Elementary, 
helping students and families travel to and from school with greater ease. The improved 
walkways will also help strengthen connections between surrounding neighborhoods 
and the school, creating a more welcoming environment for the community.

Improve Pedestrian 
Connectivity at Elysian Street

 • The existing pedestrian bridge beneath the Elysian Street viaduct will be relocated just 
east of its current location and fully reconstructed. The new bridge will be wider and 
designed to better accommodate both pedestrians and bicyclists, significantly improving 
east-west connectivity.

 • This relocation will offer safer and more convenient access to Hennessy Park by allowing 
users to cross over—rather than through—vehicle traffic along the newly depressed 
Providence and Rothwell Streets, eliminating the need for at-grade crossings and 
enhancing overall safety.
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I-69 Straightening

 • One key feature is the realignment of I-69 and I-45, specifically between Commerce 
Street and I-10. This portion of the project removes the existing curves in the I-69 
mainlanes, creating a straighter and more direct route through Downtown Houston. 
By eliminating these sharp bends, the new design improves visibility, reduces conflict 
points, and provides a safer, smoother, more predictable experience for drivers. This 
enhancement significantly boosts safety by minimizing the risk of accidents and ensuring 
a safer driving environment for all road users. 

 • The blue lines on the map indicate the straightened I-69 mainlanes that contribute to 
this improved traffic flow and connectivity.
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